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manently from Parliament In his wildest moments the
King would never have hoped that under the aegis and
fading glory of Pitt's name he could accomplish all the
projects that Pitt had so valiantly obstructed.
Chatham only recovered his health to resign, and by one
method or another, the Whig element in the Ministry was
reduced, and the Court influence strengthened. Shelburne
and other friends of Chatham disappeared to make way for
the recognised champions of the Court, and when Grafton
retired in 1770 he was succeeded by North, an adroit and
skilful defender of everything that was precious to George.
Chatham was by this time disillusioned, and had taken into
active opposition what credit still clung to the memories of
Pitt; the calamities of the nation were growing ; there was a
palpable decay of national credit and power abroad, at home
there was acute dissatisfaction in the country, in Parliament
a fiery attack, in the Cabinet not a single commanding name,
and yet the Court maintained its ascendency for the next
twelve years. That fact alone is the best measure of the
strength and tenacity of the system which the Rockingham
party meant to destroy.
The vicious supremacy of the Court which George had
gradually built up, using all the materials at his disposal,
the venality of one man, the social vanity of another, the
pride or the public spirit of a third, was not the only obstacle
to the success of the Rockingham party. The walled city
was strong and powerful. The forces available for attack
were not united. There were certain differences between
Chatham, even the disillusioned Chatham, and the Rocking-
ham Whigs. Chatham's daydream of a sublime patriotism
dissolving all the lesser attachments and allegiances of politics
and creating a powerful and independent Ministry was be-
come something of a nightmare to a man who had served
for two years in Grafton's Government, and had known that
the dissolution of parties meant the consolidation of Court
power, But neither party could bestow on the other an
unequivocal confidence. To the Rockinghams, though Burke